
 
 

 

  

Reading – narrative questions 



 

 
 

Rationale 

The following questions are based on the idea of a progression in difficulty or 
complexity for the development of reading comprehension in the primary 
school. 

They are broadly based on Bloom’s taxonomy but also include other aspects of 
comprehension that it could be argued a ‘good reader’ needs be able to use at 
different stages. They are not in any way intended to be a definitive or 
exhaustive list nor is it intended that the questions are be used in a ‘slavish’ 
way. The idea behind the document is to present possible prompts that could 
aid the flow of discussions with pupils about their reading within both shared, 
and guided sessions. 

The idea of ‘ACE’ is meant as a guide for teachers and teaching assistants to 
help them delve deeply into texts with pupils and potentially provide an 
indication of pupils’ performance over time. The notion of ‘mastery’ could be 
applied to every question response with an appropriate, consistent answer 
from the pupils across a range of texts. 

The questions may also prove useful with the current approach of whole class 
reading or a single text, that many schools seem to have implemented recently: 
the ‘ACE’ (Apprentice, Competent, Expert) structure thereby allowing some 
level of differentiation. 

The ‘Depth’ element is designed to be particularly challenging for pupils and a 
level of support may need to be provided in order that pupils are able to 
understand the focus of some of the questions. 

I have deliberately left out follow up activities, however, these could be easily 
implemented by using some of the questions (or the particular focus) as a 
starting point for further discussion, the answering of comprehension 
questions, or the writing of short, personal responses to stories by pupils. 
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Knowledge Identify and remember information e.g. events, characters and settings 
 

Apprentice Competent Expert Depth 
Tell me three things about the 
chapter or story. 

Tell me why they are important. What is the most important 
aspect? 
 

Show me where in the most 
important part is and explain 
why you selected this section of 
the text. 
 

Tell me who the characters are in 
the story. 

Tell me one important thing 
about each of them. 

Who is the main character? 
Why did you select them? 

Show me examples from the text 
that support your opinion of the 
main character. 
 

Where did the story take place? Tell me other settings that are in 
the story. 

Tell me which is the most 
important setting, and why. 

Explain why the settings changed 
and how this helped the story. 
 

When did the story take place? What time does the story start 
and finish? (may be inferred if 
not stated) 

What period of time is covered 
by the story? 
How important is this to the 
overall story? 

Could the timescale have been 
different? 
 
In what way? 
 
How would this have helped the 
story? 
 

What goes wrong for the main 
character? 

What other problems occur (for 
the main or other characters)? 

What is the main dilemma, and 
how is it resolved? 

Could the dilemma have been 
resolved in a different way? 
 
How might this have added to 
the overall narrative? 
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Apprentice Competent Expert Depth 
Tell me the main events of the 
story. 

Tell me the main events in the 
order they occurred 
(chronologically). 

Tell me which was the most 
significant event, and explain 
why. 

Consider whether the events 
were introduced in the best 
order, or whether a different 
sequence would have been more 
effective. 
 

What three things did you learn 
from the story? 

Arrange the three events in 
order of importance, and explain 
why. 

Did the order of the events in the 
story follow the same order of 
importance? 

Consider what ideas the author 
was wanting to communicate 
and why the events were 
ordered in a particular way. 
 

Which word was used to 
describe…? 
(the main character or setting) 

What other words or phrases 
described…? 

Which was the most powerful 
word or phrase that described…? 

What synonyms could have been 
used? 
 
How effective would these have 
been? 
 

Tell me five facts about the main 
character. 

Tell me which fact you feel is the 
most important, and why. 

Tell me which facts of the five 
facts are the opposite to those of 
a different character in the story. 

Tell me three facts that are true 
and three facts that are false 
about the main character. 
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Vocabulary 
 

Choice and effect on the reader 

Apprentice Competent Expert Depth 
Which word means…? Which other words mean the 

same as…? 
Could one of these have been 
more effective in this context? 

What effect would a different 
choice of word have had on the 
reader’s feelings? 
 
Does the author’s choice of 
words show something about 
their own feelings about the 
character or setting? 
 

Tell me three interesting words 
from the text. 

Tell me what each word means 
in the context in which it was 
used. 

Tell me a synonym for each of 
the words and consider whether 
it is more effective than the one 
used in the text. 
 

Explain which words are the 
most powerful and why they 
were chosen by the author. 

What does this word mean? What other words mean the 
same as this? 

Can you think of a better word or 
phrase that could have been 
used? 

How effective are the vocabulary 
choices throughout the story? 
 
Tell me how why you feel the 
vocabulary choices are effective 
and why the author used them. 
 
Describe how the words or 
phrases make you feel. 
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Prediction What will occur within a text 
 

Apprentice Competent Expert Depth 
Cover and book title 

How do you think the story will 
start? 

What will the first sentences of 
the story be? 
What will they describe? 

What type of opening will the 
author use? 

How would you feel the title will 
relate to the main character or 
events? 
 

What do you think the story will 
be about? 

What do you think the main 
events will be? 

Focusing only on the words in 
the title, what do you think the 
plot will be? 
 

Explain your reasons why and 
link these to other reading. 

What type of words will the 
author use in this text? 

Can you give some examples of 
words or phrases that might also 
be included? 

What are key text features likely 
to be? 

How do you feel the title will link 
with the events in the story? 

During reading 

What will happen next? Why do you think that will 
happen? 

What will happen immediately 
afterwards? 

Justify the previous predictions 
by reacting to specific aspects 
from the text. 
 

What will happen to the main 
character? 

What other dilemmas will the 
main character face? 

What will happen to the main 
character later on in the story, or 
at the end? 
 

How will the main character have 
changed at the end of the story? 

What type of settings or places 
will be included in the story? 

Where will the story start and 
finish? 

What other locations will be 
included throughout the book? 
 

What role will one of the 
secondary or lesser characters 
play in shaping the story? 

Who will be in the story? What type of characters will be 
included in the text? 

What character traits will they 
have? Why do you think this? 
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Apprentice Competent Expert Depth 
Tell me one thing that is likely to 
happen in the story. 

Explain why you think that.   

What type of sentence structures 
will be used by the writer? 

Why will they use those type of 
sentences? 

What type of sentence 
construction will be included in 
the writing? 
 
What grammatical features will 
they include? 
 

Why will the writer include 
these? 

How will the story end? How will the story end? 
Explain why you think this. 

How will the storylines or 
elements of the plot be drawn 
together at the end of the story? 
 

How will the story conclude? 
 
On what basis do you think this? 
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Comprehension Understand the meaning and importance of plot and text features 
 

Apprentice Competent Expert Depth 
Tell me about the main 
character. 
(appearance, attitude, manner, 
other traits) 

Tell me about the positive or 
negative (good/bad) things about 
the main character. 

How did the main character react 
to events through the story? 
(Pupil gives specific examples 
from the text) 

Explain whether you agree or 
disagree why a character 
responded in a particular way to 
an event(s). Give reasons for 
your answers with references to 
the text. 
 

Who is the secondary character? Tell me about them and how the 
differ from the main character. 

Tell me about the importance of 
the secondary character(s) and 
how they complement or relate 
to the main character? 

What role do the secondary 
characters play in the story? 
 
How does their interaction help 
or hinder the overall flow of the 
story? 
 

Tell me three things that 
happened in the chapter/story. 

Tell me three things in the order 
that they happened and why 
they were important to the 
story. 

Explain why the order of events 
was so important to the overall 
story. 

Plot the strength of each event in 
a visual way and consider how 
the tension built up through the 
book. 
 

Tell me about the key events in 
the story. 

How did each event link to the 
next? 
 

What effect did the order of 
events have on the overall story 
or the character’s experiences? 
 

Were each of the events made 
up of a series of smaller events? 
 
Can you plot these to show the 
breakdown. 
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Apprentice Competent Expert Depth 
Tell me how the chapter/story 
starts. 

Tell me the three most important 
things from the start of the 
chapter or story. 

Tell me why the writer started 
the story in a particular way? 
 
What was achieved by this? 

How else might the author have 
started the chapter/story. 
 
What effect might this have had 
on the overall story? 
 

Tell me something that went 
wrong in the events of the story. 

Tell me the key negative events 
in the story in the order they 
happened. 

Tell me the negative events that 
occurred and why these were 
important to the overall story. 

Why was it crucial to have the 
negative events in the particular 
order? 
 

Tell me about the main place in 
the story. 

Tell me how the setting made 
the story interesting. 

Tell me how the author created a 
clear image of the setting of the 
story? 
 
Would the story have worked in 
a different setting? 

What techniques did the author 
use to convey a sense of place to 
the main (or other) setting? 
 
How effective was it? 
 
Could it have been described 
differently? 
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Analysis Identify patterns in stories, underlying reasons for events or interactions within 
a story, identify language features and their effect on the reader, the 
effectiveness of vocabulary 
 

Apprentice Competent Expert Depth 
Why did the story begin like this? 
(opening sentence/ genre 
specific features/ events) 

Why did the story start like that? 
 
What was the author trying to 
show/establish? 

How did the author choose to 
begin the story? 
 
What effect does this have on 
the reader 

What other ways of there of 
opening a story? 
 
Would one of these have been 
more effective? Why? 
 

What are the main characters 
like? 

How are the main characters 
presented? 
 
What does this tell us about 
them? 

In what ways are the main 
characters similar or different? 

How do the different characters’ 
traits link with each other? 
 
How does this help with the 
story telling? 
 

What is the setting like? How are the other settings 
described? 

In what ways are the settings 
similar or different? 

Contrast two of the settings and 
clearly describe the striking 
differences between them. 
 

What did (a specific character) 
do at this point in the story? 

What did (a specific character) 
they do this at this point in the 
story? 

What caused them to act in this 
way? 

How important were their 
actions to the main flow of the 
story? 
 
What impact did their choices 
have on the direction of the 
story? 
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Apprentice Competent Expert Depth 
How does the author describe 
the character? 

What does the description of the 
character tell us about them? 

Describe the character in three 
words. 
 
Why have you chosen these? 

Consider synonyms for three 
initial words that describe a 
character in the story. 
 
Which words are the most 
effective, and could the author 
have used these? 
 
Whereabouts in the story could 
these have been used? 
 

Which words are the most 
effective in the story? Why? 

How did the author use carefully 
chosen vocabulary to describe 
the settings, characters and/or 
events? 

Which are the three most 
powerful vocabulary choices in 
the chapter/story? 

What other words could be 
substituted for the most 
descriptive words? 
 
Which are the most effective? 
 

What were the main problems in 
the story? 

Which was the most difficult 
dilemma to overcome? 

Could the dilemma have been 
resolved in a different way? 
How? 

Plot the main dilemmas and 
events on a story graph to 
analyse where the tension builds 
throughout the story. 
 

How did the story end? Why do you think the story 
ended in that way? 

Would it have been better to end 
the story in a different way? 
 
In what way, and why might this 
have been better? 

Were there any aspects of the 
story that were not resolved? 
 
What might have been the 
ending in these cases? 
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Apprentice Competent Expert Depth 
What is the difference between 
…? 
 

How is … related to …? 
What is the connection between 
…? 
 

What evidence can you find …? 
Why do you think …? 
 

What can you infer …? 
 

Show me some effective 
descriptive words or phrases in 
the text. 

Show me where the setting (or 
character) is described. Why is it 
effective? 

Which words and/or phrases are 
most effective in describing the 
characters or setting? 

Describe the effectiveness of the 
author’s use of language. 
 
Was it effective or less effective?  
 
Why was this? 
 

What happens in the story? Do (or would) some of the 
characters have a different 
version of events? 

What information does the 
reader know that the main, or 
other, characters do not? 

How does the author keep the 
main character ‘in the dark’ 
about aspects or events within 
the story? 
 

When does the story change? 
 

What event or key moment 
changes the course of the story 
narrative? 
 

When does the character realise 
the significance of an event in 
changing the story line? 

When does the reader realise the 
significance of particular event 
that changes the story? 
 
Is this at the same time as the 
main character? 
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Speculation In relation to the characters 
 

Apprentice Competent Expert Depth 
What might the main character 
have done instead? 

What other options did the 
character have? 

Did they take the right course or 
action or make the right choice? 

How might the story have been 
changed if the characters had 
taken a different path/ made 
different choices? 
 

How did the story start and could 
this have been different? 

How else might the story have 
begun?  

Think of two or three alternative 
openings. Which one might have 
been better? 
 

Why did the author write the 
opening in a particular way? 
  

Would a different word have 
been better here? 

What difference might a 
different word have made 
to…(e.g. the character/setting 
description)? 

Consider synonyms for adjectives 
used in descriptions within the 
text. Which ones might have 
been more effective, and why? 

How could the story have been 
even more engaging (exciting/ 
gripping / thought provoking) to 
the reader? 
 

How did the story end?  How might it have ended? Would a different ending have 
been more effective with regard 
to the main theme of the text? 
Why would this have been 
better? 

Why might the author have 
chosen to end the story in a 
particular way? 
 
What might they have been 
thinking about the link to real life 
and the reader? 
 

Which part of the story might 
have been improved? 

How might the story have been 
improved by the author? 

Suggest some alternative 
possibilities to improve the story. 

Why did the author choose to 
leave out/include certain details? 
How did this help the overall 
text? 
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Apprentice Competent Expert Depth 
In what time period was the 
story set? 

Could the time period have been 
changed? 

What effect would a change of 
time have had on the overall 
story? 
 
Would it still be relevant? 

How might changing the period 
of time in which the story was 
set enhance or detract from the 
key themes? 
 
Would the key messages or 
underlying themes still have 
been as relevant and 
transferable? 
 
(Think modern adaptations of the 
setting of Shakespeare’s plays). 
 

Were all the good characters 
good; the evil characters bad? 

Were there opposite aspects of 
the characters’ good/bad traits 
suggested in the text? 

Were the main characters traits 
in opposition to each other? 
 
How did this affect the 
interactions between the 
characters? 
 

How might the story have been 
changed if the main characters 
had less polarised traits or 
features? 
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Empathy 
 

 

Apprentice Competent Expert Depth 
Which characters did you like the 
best? 
 
Which ones did you dislike? 

How did the author create your 
feelings about particular 
characters in the story? 

Which character did you most 
identify with? 
 
Why? 
 

Characters are often ‘flawed’. 
What does this mean and why 
do authors use this as a device in 
their writing? 
 

Which character was the most 
trustworthy/untrustworthy? 
 
(Other character traits could be 
used). 

Which character was the most 
trustworthy? (untrustworthy) 
 
Why do you feel this? 

Where did the text show or 
suggest the character was 
particularly trustworthy or 
untrustworthy? 

How subtle was the authors’ 
portrayal of the characters’ 
traits? 
 
Were there any hidden aspects 
of the character that were not 
revealed until the end? 
 

Which parts of the story made 
you feel happy / sad / angry? 

What feelings did the story give 
you?  

How effective do you feel the 
author was in developing 
feelings about the characters 
and events? 

Is it clear how the author felt 
about the characters they 
created? 
 
Where is your evidence for this? 
 

How did the characters react to 
the events? 

Do you feel they reacted in the 
right way? 

What advice would you have 
given them prior to them making 
a particular decision or choice? 

At what stage in the book would 
you have wanted to offer the 
character(s) advice? 
 
What would you have said? 
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Apprentice Competent Expert Depth 
How do you feel about the 
character(s)? 

What makes you feel like this? Do you recognise any elements 
of the character in yourself or 
other people you know? 

How do you think the author felt 
about the way their characters 
react and interact with each 
other? 
 

Visualisation 
 

 

Apprentice Competent Expert Depth 
What do the characters look 
like? 
 

How do the move? 
 

How does the way that they 
move suggest things about their 
personality and attitude? 
 

How does the author create a 
visual image that enables the 
reader to visualise the 
characters? 
Do they use any particular 
devices? 

Describe the scene/character 
that you are visualising from 
reading the text. 

What can you see in your mind’s 
eye? 
 
What else can you see? 

From whose perspective is the 
story being told? 
 
Where do you see the narrator 
positioned as they tell the story? 
 

What viewpoint does the 
narrator take? 
 
Where are they in relation to the 
events of the story? 
 

Describe the opening setting of 
the story. 
 
What other details can you see 
that may not be described in the 
text? 

If the story was made into a film, 
what would the opening look 
like? 

If the story was made into a film, 
what would the opening look 
like? 
 
How closely do your suggestions 
or ideas match your visualisation 
of scenes from the book? 
 

Consider some of the other 
settings and how each scene 
might be conveyed in a film. 
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Inference 
 

 

Apprentice Competent Expert Depth 
From the description, what can 
you infer about the character? 

What can we infer by the way 
the character 
moves/speaks/reacts? 

What can we infer from the 
character’s thoughts? 

What does the way that the 
character’s thoughts and speech 
are presented infer about their 
attitude to the situation and 
their overall character? 
 

What does the character say? How do they speak and what 
does this suggest? 

What do spoken interactions 
between characters, tell us about 
their relationship, or suggest 
about their attitude towards one 
another? 
 

Write a rounded pen portrait of 
one of the characters using 
references to the way they 
behave or speak in the text. 

From the opening, what can you 
infer about the events that may 
follow in the story? 

What does the way the setting is 
described suggest about what 
may happen next? 

How soon are the characters and 
dilemmas introduced after the 
setting? 
 
What effect does this have on 
feeling about the story? 
 

What can you infer about the 
situation from the way the 
language is used? 
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Evaluation The effectiveness of: language features, settings, characterisation, events, 
dilemmas, openings and endings, logical connections. 
 

Apprentice Competent Expert Mastery 
What was the best part of the 
book? 

What was the best part of the 
book? Why? 

What was the best part of the 
book? Give specific references 
from the text to support. 

Explain how the best part of the 
book adds to the reader’s 
understanding. 
 

Who is the most important 
character? 

Who is the most important 
character? Why? 

Who has the most power and/or 
influence in the story? 
 
Is this positive or negative? 
 

Is the main character actually the 
most influential in the events 
that take place? 
 

What is the weakest part of the 
book? 

What is the weakest part of the 
book? Why? 

What would have improved this? Rewrite or suggest 
improvements. 
 

What language features were 
used? 

How effective were the language 
features? Give examples 

Could the features have been 
refined or adapted more 
effectively? 

Which key features signalled the 
genre that the book was written 
in? 
 
Did the story have more than 
one genre or key themes? 
 

Does the title fit the book? How effective is the title? In what way is the title effective 
in suggesting the contents of the 
book? 

Explain why the title and 
illustrations were used and how 
effective they were overall. 
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Apprentice Competent Expert Mastery 
   Where there may have been 

earlier editions of the book, 
compare these and arrive at a 
decision about which is the most 
effective. 
 

What is the mood of the story? Did the mood of the story 
change? At what point? 

How did the author create the 
change of mood in the story? 

How effective was the author’s 
change of mood in the story, and 
which devices did they use? 
 

How is the setting described? What multisensory elements are 
used in the setting description?  
 
How effective are they? 

How well are the places 
described? 
 
What does this add to the story? 

List all the locations in the story. 
 
Describe how the shift from one 
to the other is manipulated by 
the author. 
 

How effective was the: title, 
blurb, sequence of events, 
characterisation, dilemmas, 
resolution and ending? 

Give reasons for your ideas. Give examples from the text top 
justify opinions. 

Write a short critique of the 
books including all the elements 
that have been discussed about 
its effectiveness. 
 

What dilemma(s) did the main 
character face? 
 
How did they resolve it? 
 

Do you think they could have 
acted sooner? 
 
Did they make the right choices? 

Were any of the dilemmas the 
characters faced caused by 
themselves or others? 
 
Could they have avoided them 
earlier in the story? 
 

What were the dilemmas faced 
by the characters and were they 
inter-related? 
 
Does the type of text suggest a 
particular approach to dilemmas 
from the writer’s perspective? 
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Evaluation  Presenting and defending opinions by making judgements 
 

Apprentice Competent Expert Mastery 
Do you agree with the actions of 
…? 
 

Would it have been better if …? 
 

Can you assess the importance of 
…? 
 

How would you judge …? 
 

Did the character make the right 
choice? 

What would you recommend …? 
 

What choice would you have 
made …? 
 

Why would this have been a 
better choice? 

Do you think the character was 
good or bad? 

What were the character’s main 
traits? 

How could you describe the 
character if three words? 
 
Why do you think these are the 
most appropriate? 

Is the character wholly… 
(good/bad)? 
 
Give an opinion why you feel this 
using precise references from the 
text to support this. 
 

Did you enjoy the book? 
 

What reasons can you give for 
your enjoyment (or not) of the 
book? 
 

Who else do you feel would 
enjoy the book? Why? 
 
 

How do other books by the same 
author compare to this one? 
 
How do other authors who have 
written in the same genre, 
compare to this one? 
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